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INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO DHA-02 ORM-02 SSM-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /089 W 
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R 101912Z FEB 77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5123 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS GENEVA 975 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UN, SHUM 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION - ITEM 4: MIDDLE EAST 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 

REF: (A) GENEVA 945 (B) STATE 30010 

1 . DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED TELEGRAM TO ISRAELI 
GOVT, WHICH RESUMED AT A.M. MEETING FEBRUARY 10, 

HIGHLIGHTED BY CALL BY UK DEL FOR MORE MODERATE TEXT 
WHICH MIGHT ATTRACT UNANIMOUS SUPPORT. CUBA AND SYRIA 
URGED VOTE ON ORIGINAL TEXT. AFTER STATEMENT BY USDEL 
INDICATING INABILITY TO ACCEPT ORIGINAL TEXT, DEPLORING 
LACK OF RECEPTIVITY TO UK CALL FOR MODERATED TEXT, AND 
ASKING THAT DECISION ON TELEGRAM BE TAKEN BY VOTE, 

JORDANIAN DELEGATE PROPOSED, AND THE COMMISSION ACCEPTED, 

A SPECIAL WORKING GROUP TO DRAFT A NEW TEXT. WORKING 
GROUP COMPOSED OF SENEGAL, SYRIA, URUGUAY, UK, ITALY 

AND JORDAN. 

2. WHEN SESSION RESUMED IN AFTERNOON FOLLOWING 
NEW TEXT PRODUCED BY WORKING GROUP INTRODUCED BY 
SENEGAL: 
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QTE. THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENED AT 
ITS THIRTY-THIRD SESSION, MINDFUL OF ITS DUTY TO 
PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IS DEEPLY CONCERNED AT REPORTS 
OF THE DEATHS OF ARAB DETAINEES IN ISRAELI PRISONS 
WHICH ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE CONDITIONS OF THEIR 
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IMPRISONMENT AND CALLS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL 
TO TAKE URGENT MEASURES TO ENSURE IN CONFIRMITY WITH 
THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
AN IMPROVEMENT IN PRISON CONDITIONS AND REFRAIN FROM 
ILL-TREATMENT OF DETAINEES. UNQTE. 

UK DELEGATE EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ON NEW TEXT, WHICH 
HE COULD NOT SUPPORT WITHOUT NEW INSTRUCTIONS. THE 
USDEL, STATING THAT NEW TEXT FELL SHORT OF ADEQUATE 
COMPROMISE, ALSO INDICATED INABILITY TO SUPPORT. 

THIS LED TO SOME ACCUSATORY REMARKS BY PAKISTAN, 

SYRIA AND LIBYA, WHO SAID THEY HAD MADE CONCESSIONS 
IN RETURN FOR AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE AND WERE NOT TOLD 
THAT THE TEXT WAS UNACCEPTABLE. FOLLOWING THIS 
DISCUSSION VOTE WAS TAKEN AND NEW TEXT WAS ADOPTED 
22-3(US)-5. LIBYA REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
VOTE AND RWANDA WAS ABSENT. 

3. ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS: 

IN FAVOR: INDIA, IRAN, JORDAN, LESOTHO, NIGERIA, 

PAKISTAN, PANAMA, PERU, SENEGAL, SYRIA, TURKEY, 

UGANDA, USSR, UPPER VOLTA, URUGUAY, YUGOSLAVIA, 
BULGARIA, BYELORUSSIAN SSR, CUBA, CYPRUS, ECUADOR, 
EGYPT. 

AGAINST: U.S., CANADA, COSTA RICA. 

ABSTENTIONS: ITALY, SWEDEN, UK, AUSTRIA, FRG. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 GENEVA 00975 101937Z 


4. USDEL (LOWENSTEIN) IN EXPLANATION OF VOTE 
NOTED THAT NEW TEXT CARRIED OVER PRINCIPAL DEFICIENCY 
ORIGINAL IN ITS ACCEPTANCE OF ALLEGATIONS AS 
PROVEN. HE EXPLAINED NEGATIVE VOTE RATHER THAN 
ABSTENTION BASED ON OBJECTIONABLE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED 
IN FORMULATION OF TELEGRAM TEXT, WHICH SELECTIVELY 
ACCEPTED ISRAELI ADMISSIONS OF NEED FOR IMPROVEMENT 
IN PRISONS BUT AT SAME TIME REJECTED ISRAELI 
DENIAL OF OTHER ALLEGATIONS. SUGGESTED THAT OBJECTIVE 
OF HELPING DETAINEES COULD HAVE BEEN BETTER ACHIEVED 
BY TEXT WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY CONSENSUS 
THAN BY DIVIDED VOTE ON POLEMICAL TEXT. HE DESCRIBED 
POSSIBLE ALTERNATE WORDING WHICH COULD HAVE ACHIEVED 
THIS PURPOSE. CATTO 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, PRISONERS WELFARE, MEETING VOTING RECORDS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 10-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GENEVA00975 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770048-1082 
Format: TEL 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770255/aaaabwnh.tel 

Line Count: 112 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b85974c8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 GENEVA 945, 77 STATE 30010 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3356824 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION - ITEM 4: MIDDLE EAST OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
TAGS: SHUM, IS, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b85974c8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



